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and worship's appears thick and strong as ever;  yet one may
conjecture that its roots are being effectually cut away.    Un-
certainty and insecurity prolonged what ignorance and stagna-
tion  had produced;   but the   old order has  now changed,
giving place to new.    The last stand made against the new
system of peace and law by the warlike and unruly elements of
the population was from 1846 to 1858.    Never perhaps in all
the history of India has more decisive fighting been com-
pressed into twelve years;  the English scattered two formid-
able disciplined armies, the Sikh army and their own sepoys,
and dissolved two incipient kingdoms that might have hardened
into-nationalities: they prevailed over the momentary fanaticism
of the Hindu and the enthusiasm of the Mahomedan;   they
employed these two forces to each counteract and repress the
other; they disarmed India, and closed for the present its military
era.    We have now established reasonable personal secuiity
and free communications; we are giving to the Indians leisure
and education, the scientific method and the critical spirit; we
are opening to them the flood-gates behind which Western
knowledge is piled in far greater volume than the stream of
Grecian philosophy which the Romans distributed over their
empire, when they made the source accessible and its outflow.,
easy.    It as not easy to conceive any more interesting subject
for historical speculation than the probable effect upon. India* and
consequently upon the civilisation of all Asia, of the English
dominion; for though it would be most presumptuous to attempt
any kind of prediction as to the nature or bent of India's religious
future, yet we may look forward to a wide and rapid transfor-
mation in two or three generations, if England's rule only be
as durable as it has every appearance of being.   It seems possible
that the old gods of Hinduism will die in these new elements
of intellectual light and air as quickly, as a net-full of fish lifted
up out of the water;  that the alteration in the religious needs
of such an intellectual people as the Hindus, which will have
been caused by a change in. their circumstances, will make it
impossible for them to find in their new world a place for their
ancient deities.    Their primitive forms will fade and disappear
silently, as witchcraft vanished from Europe, and as all such